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-GRAND JURY REPORT 

SUPERVISORS IN VIOLATION ? 

JURY SAYS STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS 
PREVENTS FILING CRIMINAL CHARGES 

An interim grand jury report prepared and 

\ ready for public release many weeks ago 
JL A. ^as witheld on the advice of "grand jury 
advisors" because the report "might have an un¬ 
usual degree of influence on the results of the 
election." So went the bold and outspoken open¬ 
ing of the full-term grand jury 
report released early this week 
to the media and to the board 
of supervisors. And, as the re¬ 
port claims, the content of the 
report might well indeed have 
affected the outcome of the el¬ 
ection, although none of the of¬ 
ficials involved in the report 
(the jury foreman, the districts 
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KETCHUM ON RECENT VISIT 
Campaigning with Ken Maddy at a 
cafe in Independence, 
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attorney, the superior court judge) were elab¬ 
orating on just how; there was no need to; the 
findings of the jury indicated, among other i- 
tems, that the board of supervisors (two of 
whom are up for re-election) had violated no 
fewer than two state laws and four county code 
regulations in their handling of the controver¬ 
sial Dean Knight sub-division issue. In no way 
did the jury charge or imply that Knight him¬ 
self, or his development "Knight Manor" was in¬ 
volved in any wrongdoing - although several of¬ 
ficials on the board of supervisors and in the 
planning department have long attempted to make 
the developer the scapegoat in the controversy. 
Without naming Knight personally, the grand ju¬ 
rors said: "The grand jury does not wish to com¬ 
ment on the merits of the project itself, or 
lack of them, merely the manner in which the ap¬ 
proval was handled...Without commenting on the 
project itself, the grand jury is deeply con¬ 
cerned at the willingness with which laws may 
be broken for the sake of expediency." And if 
the jurors had strong words for the supervisors, 
they had a few moro, though less stringent, for 
the district attorney, suggesting that as the 
county’s legal advisor he "be more forceful in 
his advice to the board to.see that such viola¬ 
tions do not occur again. The grand jury feels 
that the D.A, was remiss in his job by failing 
to adequately impress the board of supervisors 
that contemplated actions may have in fact boon 
illegal, and also by failing to bring the let¬ 
ter of the law to bear when the board persisted 
in these actions." '-‘-"he jury called for "prud¬ 
ence' 1 on the part of supervisors when ad-vised 
of possible illegal actions...so that the D.A* 
take hlo responsibility to the law and to the 

(See GRAND JURY, Page 2) 
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ESCAPING JARVIS' NOOSE 

THE STATE PLUCKS THE SURPLUS PLUM; 

• "SEVEN PINES" GETS A REPRIEVE; AIR 
CRASH AVOIDED; AND SPEEDY SENIORS 

R EFLECTING ON THE WEEK'S EVENTS at Sacram¬ 
ento, Inyo's County Administrator John K. 
. Smith said "We knew what they had and 
what they could do, but we didn't know what 
t hey would do." What "theyy the legislators, 
did do, as it appeared at week's end, was bail 
out California's cities and counties hard-hit 
by the passage of Proposition 13. The legisla¬ 
ture moved in a direct, no-red-tape line to 
wipe out the state's long-guarded $5 billion- 
plus surplus (a plum many in California had 
wanted plucked for years) and doled it out to 
the smaller governments; the legislative work 
was accomplished in a remarkable two week 3 . 

The package includes state responsibility for 
welfare costs, and block grants to cities and 
counties in need. Inyo County*s share is about 
■ $580,000, a figure that means the home govern¬ 
ment will operate at no more than a nine or 
ten percent revenue reduction - for the coming 
year oaly. There will be no such state assist¬ 
ance after the first year, since the surplus is 
now wiped out. To some degree, says Administra¬ 
tor Smith, that will mean "some sort of reorg¬ 
anization of Inyo County government later on. 
But for now, Inyo, like its counterparts else¬ 
where, has escaped the Jarvis noose. Good news 
for Inyoana; "Maybe there will bo no groat am¬ 
ount of firing people," says Smith. By attrit- 

(See NEWS BRIEFS, Page U) 
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'BILL' IS DEAD INY °’ S C0NGRESSMAN 

A DAY OF HARD-PLAYED TENNIS, THEN DEATH FOR THE ENERGETIC CONGRESSMAN OF THE 18th DISTRICT; 
BILL KETCHUM MOURNED BY HUNDREDS OF FRIENDS; CONGRESSMEN AND SENATORS JOIN FAMILY IN FAREWELL 

"TloR BILL KETCHUM THE VISIT HOME TO BAKERSFIELD PROVIDED A CHANCE FOR TENNIS, a favorite 

-\ "relaxation" activity in the same way that skiing was. Bakersfield was hot and muggy, 
but there was a light, dry air current moving over Kern County. At the court not too 
far from his home in the Rio Brava area, he played several sets in the morning, left the 
court to take time for lunch and a few calls. No one seems precisely certain how he spent 
the time. In any case, he returned for some more hard playing in the early afternoon, at the 
peak oi the afternoon heat. He appeared tan and in good health. After several more sets, he 
went home, stepped into a shower, his wife Lola nearby in another room. 

The end of a long and ambitious political career came swiftly. A family spokesman said 

the congressman of California's 18th district 


. GRAID JUKI, Continued 

people of this county above his duty to the 
board more seriously so that such actions do 
not occur in the future." 

The irregularities charged to the board 
of supervisors included "probable" violations 
of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(The board made no demands of Knight that he 
prepare an environmental impact report on his 
Knight Manor project); and a state law violat¬ 
ion (failure by the board to submit Knight's 
project to the office of Intergovernment Manage¬ 
ment Review. 

As for- county code violations, the jury 
took issue (mare or less siding with the plan¬ 
ning commission, in some instances) with the 
supervisors' decisions on the width of streets, 
pavement depths (quality), dedication of 
streets (turning them over to the county); and 
the dedication of land for parks or payment of 
fees in Knight Manor. If the jury charges are 
true, it would appear that members of the board 
or some of them gave the Knight project a more- 
or-less rubber-stamped approval for go ahead. 

Mic board had okayed Knight's appeals over the 
turn-downs by the planning commission earlier. 
Seme members of the planning commission - who 
first took the issue to the grand jury - had 
claimed conflict-of-interest on the part of 
some county officials. J -n recent weeks, at 
least one supervisor, Bishop's Wilma Muth, said 
she was "duped" into her approval of the Knight 
project. 

In its recommendations, the grand jury 
pointed out that criminal and civil penalties 
might be charged against the offending superv¬ 
isors, except that the statute of limitations 
had run out on the violations in question. "Ap¬ 
parent violations of state and county statutes 
are serious enough to warrant closer attention 
in the future by county officials. The grand 
jury is aware that.....the statute of limitat¬ 
ions has expired concerning these actions of 
the board of supervisors and that no criminal 
or civil penalties aro believed possible." The 
jurors spared no supervisorial feelings in a 
further elaboration: "It is the opinion of the 
grand jury that the prime responsibility of the 
board of supervisors is to the people of Inyo 
County and to the laws of this county. The 
grand jury feels that this responsibility has 
been abdicated in favor of expediency, so that 
a project which the board deems desirable may 
be carried out." 

Nor did the jury overlook several other 
issues and problome currently besetting oourt- 

(More GRAND JURY, Page $) 


came out of the shower then "sat down and had 
a heart attack," a totally unexpected, massive, 
and mortal one. His wife Lola tried to help; 
she ran - or called - for assistance from the 
neighbor next door, a doctor. He came quickly 
and tried all the best emergency techniques 
while an ambulance rolled iDward the house to 
take the.stricken congressman to Kern Medical 
Center. But it was all over. 

The straight biographical facts of Will¬ 
iam Ketchum's life serve poorly to define the 
activities and the motivations lying behind 
them. He was a Californian firot and always, 
bom in Los Angelos in 1921, a fledgling in 
the nest of Southern California's essential 
conservatism. H e went off to school, the Coloy 
rado School of Mines, then later went to USC.' 
When he was 20 he married Lola Heegaard. Then 
the war broke out, Ketchum joined the army, 
and he served as a lieutenant. Like many oth¬ 
ers he was called to service again in 19^1, 
this time as a captain for the American count¬ 
er-intelligence in Japan. After Korea, he be¬ 
came a rancher at San Luis Obispo, quickly 
rising 'to iiie presidency of the farm bureau in 
that'area; the farmers around him, the busin¬ 
essmen, became acquainted with - and liked - 
the cut of his conservatism and in 1966 elect¬ 
ed him to the state assembly; he was re-elect¬ 
ed in '68 and '70. He had a name, a reputation, 
and it fit well with the thinking in his home 
territory; he also had ambition and, by then, 
a large Republican following. It was in 1972 
that he was elected to congress to serve what 
was then the 36th district. The re-apportion¬ 
ment of 197U made him representative of parts 
of Los Angeles County, Tulare County, and all 
of Inyo and Kern Counties. H e was a born win¬ 
ner, and a "natural" for the area he served; 
probably, he was a cinch to win still a fourth 
term,against Democratic Challenger Bob Sogge, 
another Bakersfield product. Ketchum's was a 
peculiar California district, one with more 
registered Democrats than Repiblicans, but one 
nonetheless with a perverse tendency to support 
conservatives when it finally came down to put¬ 
ting the X on the ballot. B es b<i e g that, the 
voters of the four counties liked Ketchum; he 
was usually available for a phone call and he'd 
go to work immediately on this or that request. 
He was also cagey and had early learned the ins 
and outs of middle California politics, and how 
to deal on Capitol Hill. As a congressman he 
had no national reputation, but held his own in 
dealings with either or both sides of the con¬ 
gressional aIsIq# ll ls opponents claimed he was 
the s pokesman for a great number of conservat- 

(See KETCHUM, Page 8) 

















» » » NOTES FR OM B.K .« « « 

TENSE UNDERCURRENTS OP ISHARli- 
ony reported to be increasing 
between some of Bishop’s city 
council members. Touchy inter¬ 
actions between Councilwoman 
Jane Fisher and Former Mayor P. 

D. Cook. Old grievances and 
resentments coming to the fore. 

Council observers say the City 
of Bishop runs smoothly as a 
rule; that the biggest problems 
arise between past and present 
councils and their members; an 
old story that goes ’way back. Next big issue 
before the town's representatives: the plan to 
build condominiums behind Ponderosa Lanes. A 
number of different and opposing views on the 
proposal; nearby residents say there is no pro¬ 
per traffic access and that noise may cause 
complaints• 

■3Ht* 

ALL CONTROVERSIES ASIDE, the "Knight Manor 
Swimming and Tennis Club" looks like itfe liv¬ 
ing up to the claims of its builder. Developer 
Dean Knight; it may be the best restaurant-bar 
facility in the county. Manager Gary Yost says 
the target date for opening is this Friday pan. 
For now, the public is welcome, but after a 
year's operation, the "Club" goes private. Ac¬ 
tually, the facility has already had its init¬ 
iation: The Big Pine lions Club held a bash 
'til U am there over the weekend:honoring the 
Big Pine "Lion of the Year." Guess who: approp¬ 
riately enough, Jerry Knight, the owner's son. 
Furnishings and appointments all first class, 
plush carpeting bordering yard after yard of 
shiney ceramic tile, glass doors opening on to 
indoor landscaping around an oly-sized pool. A 
touch of class onstage, too: A Steinway baby 
grand, 80 ivories I couldn't wait to run my 
fingers over. 

THANKS TO DEAN'S PROMOTIONAL HYPE, memberships 
in the Club (now $300, plus $25 per month) may 
run out fast. Applications are going out to 
prospective members, most of them the cream of 
Inyo's business community. The press, says the 
manager, is welcome, but they're hoping to re¬ 
serve memberships for the high-rollers. (They 
should see my last bills at Perino's and La Sea- 
la J) 

SOUNDS DULL BUT IT'S NOT: The recent edition 
of California Statistical Abstract, portions 
of which were forwarded to constituents of In¬ 
yo Assemblyman Larry Chimbole. (Dull day at 
the Statehouse Dept.) Included in the abstract 
statistics: 17,179,378 telephones, with L.A. 
talking through a third of them. (L.A. talks a 
lot we've noticed.) Other figures for Californ¬ 
ia: 135 packs of cigarettes a year per capita; 
half billion gallons of beer consumption; 81.6 
million gallons of wine; 53 million gallons of 
the hard stuff. If that makes you sick, don't 
worry; the state has 69,793 surgeons, most of 
which probably know what they're doing; if 
they don't, there are 3,13-5 embalmars to servo 
you (or your remains). Also I 4.87 licensed box¬ 
ers which no one really needs, and 21,090 bar¬ 
bers which a lot of guys do need. The Abstract 
deals at length with such vital and non-vital 
figures. See the Abstract at your library. 
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PETTY RESENTMENTS - in the persons of a few 
public officials who aren't used to seeing 
their bumbling quotes in print. Now they re¬ 
sort to the puerile tendency to hang up on re¬ 
porters, then wonder why "their side" of the 
story doesn't get a play in the news. Most re¬ 
cent display of anger: Supervisor Johnny John¬ 
son of Independence. Hung up twice in five 
minutes, mad as hell. But at least he kept it 
clean, didn't resort to name-calling (not any 
I could hear), as others have. Come, let us 
reason together. If you said it, it's news. 

STILT. MORE ON GUAYULE: That's the plant that 
produces a substance better than rubber. The 
assembly has approved a bill that would re-ins¬ 
titute the rubbe 3 >-producing program similar to 
the one in World War II. The bill would set 
up 10 test plots in the state for experimenta¬ 
tion (The legislators are getting nervous about 
overseas supplies of rubber). Still no official 
credit to the Japanese scientists who pioneer¬ 
ed the guayule experiments in a lab set up at 
Manzanar camp in the 'HO's; their findings 
should provide all the information necessary 
to start a full guayule-growing project. 

THE ROBERT DENT0NS (HE'S THE DOCTOR) have vol¬ 
unteered to see to it that I cover the one-day 
women's march for ERA in Washington, DC, July 
9 or thereabouts, to see first-hand what the ( 
feminists are doing. With thanks, I accept. 

4H£* 

S0METHING NEW IN THE INYO MEDIA: The popular 
"public affairs" talk-show that airs views on 
practically everything. Daily, following the 
8 a.m. news, KI0Q-FM. The host and talk-back 
artist is Gary Crowder, KIOQ's new manager. 

Call Gary and state your case - or just listen. 

*BB2- 

SOMETHING EISE NEW IN THE INYO MEDIA: Rumors 
that started several weeks ago to the effect 
that Lone Bine's KINC (Aid 600 ) has been sold. 
Calls to verify, unsuccessful. 

■JHHfr 

OUT SWEATING IN THE SUN, TEARING DOWN THE old 
Bishop Drive-in Theater, was Bishop movie Ex¬ 
hibitor Blair Hilbom - and griping about a 
.popular flick, The Other Side of the Mountain , 
that has been relegated to the Hollywood dead 
file. He'd booked that and its sequel, The Oth¬ 
er Side of the Mountain, Tart II , but now he 
can't get it and will show the latter only. The 
filmland moguls won't re-release the older film 
for reasons so far undiscovered. 

-5BHS* 

AND WHILE HE SORTS OUT FILMDOM'S perversities, 
Hilbom is also at work on the theater down¬ 
town: 81; gallons of paint, 720 yards of mater¬ 
ial to re-upholster (doing the work himself) 
the showhouse seats; new stereo sound system. 
All this not to mention a stronger control ov¬ 
er the rowdies that used to disturb the fans. 

4HHt 

RE-OPENED: THE OLD BIO PINE PANCAKE HOUSE. The 
new owner is Dorothy Johnson who came up from 
Hemet; says she 'll be open all year. Good cof¬ 
fee there; we tried it. 

WE'VE HAD OUR RUN-INS WITH BILL KETCHUM, but 
we'll miss him. People of whatever political 
stripe must admit that he represented the at- 
(See B.K. NOTES on Page U) 
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B.K.'s NOTES, Continued 

titudes, the essential down-home conservatism, 
of the district (a large one, geographically) 
that he represented. As a news consideration, 
"Bill" held a special meaning for me:.Three 
years ago he and his aides were landing at the 
Lone Pine airport, and it was there that I 
first met him. Tape recorder in hand, I asked 
him some questions about himself and his vis¬ 
it, while a photographer took pictures. I was 
then working for the Ridgecrest Daily Indepen¬ 
dent which had just begun circulating in this 
area. I had been working for one hour. Bill 
Ketchum was my first news assignment in Inyo 
County. 

THE CONTRADICTIOUS OF THE DO'VN-SOUTH MEDIA are 
perplexing. Usually, the radio and television 
outlets give eager coverage to the "Owens Val¬ 
ley" issue, while the L.A. Times looks the ot¬ 
her way. Not so last week in the coverage of 
the 7/ater and Power Commission before which a 
number of Inyo people appeared to argue the 
metering proposal. A lone reporter. Times man 
Henry Vfeinstein, was there, while the top TV 
folks - 2 f k and 7 - went out to cover a fire 
or something. KCET TV (Channel 28), L.A.'s 
Public Broadcasting Service, plans a documen¬ 
tary on the current issue. 

THE GRAND JURY prepared and wrote an "interim 
grand jury report" for release several months 
ago, but it had to wait and be included in'the 
report released this week. Why the delay? Try 
as they did, the jury people couldn’t get of¬ 
ficial okays on the interim report. The indi¬ 
cation is that its content may have had a po¬ 
tent influence on the way the vote went in the 
recent election. This year's jurors worked 
hard; they deserve better...if our sources are 
correct. 

itiHt 

GOOD NEWS FOR NEWS-LETTER SUBSCRIBERS: If all 
goes well (and there is some question about it) 
you' LI have less eyestrain trying to read this 
Xeroxed sheet. ’We're dealing for a better pro¬ 
cess and if it goes through, copies and phot¬ 
os will have a new snap and clarity. Hopes re¬ 
main high and fingers crossed. We all deserve 
better. 

ONE OF THE SUPERVISORS, HERB LONDON, suggested 
that Inyo's new public defender should be a 
"young inexperienced lawyer that wants to get 
some experience." Money-wise it sounds great 
for the budget; otherwise, not so good. Look 
again, say some local attorneys: If the PD, 
due to inexperience, blows a case, the client 
can come back with an appeal claiming inade¬ 
quate representation; for the county, that 
could cost a bundle. If you were the defendant, 
would you want a "young inexperienced lawyer?" 

■«*-* 

MAY ALL YOUR LAWYERS BE EXPERIENCED.. .and may 
the news in your day bo good news...every day, 

- Sincerely, 



NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

ion, then, any necessary employee cutbacks 
will probably be taken care of. Smith said the 
officials can now move ahead with the new bud¬ 
get and adopt it without further delay before 
the extended deadline of August 20. 

THE HOMEOWNERS AT "SEVEN PINES" are breathing 
easier these days, thanks to a Forest Service 
environmental assessment report that offered 
them an alternative to moving-out altogether. 
"Seven Pines" is a collection of "cabins" - ac¬ 
tually, some very good houses, up-to-date and 
well-styled - located on Forest Service land 
west of Independence on the Onion Valley Road. 
Not many months ago the owners, who thought 
they had 99-year leases, were told they'd have 
to leave to make room for an expanded camp¬ 
ground . They fought back, and the Forest Serv¬ 
ice took steps to better accomodate them prov¬ 
ided they live up to a few Forest Service de¬ 
mands. Among these: development of a sewer dis¬ 
posal system of standards set by the Lahontan 
Water Board, and develop a water system meeting 
Forest Service standards. T n return they'll get 
leases for another 20 years. The estimated cost 
for each house owner is about $£,000. is it 
worth it? Yes, says Bruce Ivey, one of "Seven 
Pines" home-owning leaders. "Although all this 
will be very expensive, common sense tells us 
that we should do it; we do expect some financ¬ 
ial problems." > 

■tmt 

MOMENTS BEFORE LIFT-OFF AT THE FRESNO AIRPORT, 
Sierra Pacific Airlines Pilot Bob Rowe felt 
the jolt and knew there could be problems a- 
head on his flight to Bishop. A tire on his 
twin-engine jet-prop blew, but at that moment 
there was no turning back. Instead, Rowe circ¬ 
led the Fresno tower so the men below could 
take a look and confirm. They did, but Howe op¬ 
ted to fly on to Bishop. As he did so, his 18 
passengers rested in uneasy anticipation; five 
fire engines, rescue and ambulance crews, and 
firefighters in aluminum, heat-resistant suits 
lined up on the field at Bishop. Testily, the 
plane touched down and tensions relaxed as it 
came to a stop, its passengers unhurt, the plane 
itself undamaged. An airport spokesman complim¬ 
ented Rowe on "an excellent job," and some ad'* 
miring passengers concurred. Said Passenger Ga¬ 
ry Smith of Lodi, Cal.,: "‘The cross winds and 
the turbulence were much worse than the land¬ 
ing, but all the fire equipment waiting down 
there made us a little nervous." 

. 

THE ONGOING ISSUE OF "COUNTY CAR" USE by Inyo 
officialdom took on a new burst of speed last 
week - literally. A Keeler resident, local news¬ 
man Paul Payne, complained to the supervisors 
that he saw a county car (#301) breezing along 
Highway 136 "at about a hundred miles an hour," 
that he tried to catch up with it, exceeding as 
he did so a hundred miles an hour. So the sup¬ 
ervisors looked into tho matter not of when or 
who uses the cars, but rather had they are us¬ 
ed. On the offending day, Car #301 had been 
checked out to no other than the Senior Citi¬ 
zens of Lone Pine, probably for the delivery of 
meals to the seniors in the Death Valley areq. 
Quipped Supervisor London} "Hot YfheQls for hot 
meals." The board is suggesting that county car 

(More NE17S CHIEFS, Page 5) 
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NETS BRIEFS, Continued 

drivers cool it, down to a safer 55 mph. Mean¬ 
while, it all sparked go-ahead action on a 
prepared resolution which limits permanent as¬ 
signment of county vehicles, primarily to law 
enforcement* All others must park their cars 
at the county yard nearest their place of em¬ 
ployment, all of which effectively puts an end 
to the daily cavalcade of county cars between 
Bishop, Big Pine and Independence* 

SAM SOMESON LOST HIS SHIRT (several of them) 
at the Mb* Whitney Golf Club near Lone Bine; 
and the club lost quite a lot too when thieves, 
possibly teen-agers, broke into the clubhouse* 
Adding injury to insult the thieves also wreck¬ 
ed a golf cart they had used to hail away (in 
several trips between the clubhouse and their 
own vehicle parked near the golf course) at 
least 10 cases of liquor and eight cartons of 
Someson's shirts. Also missing: the hard cash 
from a broken cigarette machine. The theft was 
discovered Monday morning when an employee, 

Mae Lupin!, arrived for work. Lone Pine's golf¬ 
ers, meanwhile, may have to go without their 
19th hole drink, at least until a distributor 
can replenish the bar: "They cleaned us out of 
liquor. We had a good stock. They did leave 
what was in the wells, but that's all," The 
golf cart used in hauling the loot (one belong¬ 
ing to Red Butler) was crashed into a fence. 

-SHHi- 

Q1JI0N VALLEY'S BRIGHT SUN AND ALTITUDE brought 
heat stroke to an 18-month-old child in the 
arms of its parents visiting the campground 
west of Independence. The baby was rushed to 
the Independence sheriff's office with a temp¬ 
erature ranging near 102 degrees, then taken 
to Southern Inyo Hospital. The child will sur¬ 
vive, but officials are warning against the 
paradox of Sierra sun and moisture which at 
once heats then cools. High altitudes soon af¬ 
fect "flatland" visitors from the Southland 
beach areas• i 


•shh:- 

A NUMBER OF INTERESTING MUSICIANS will, break 
(softly) through the 1970's rock atmosphere 
this 6unday with a program of "medieval, ren¬ 
aissance and baroque music" at Independence. 
The musicians will play "instruments appropri¬ 
ate to those periods." Among them: recorders, 
dulcians, shawms, and krumhorns. More recog¬ 
nizable perhaps will be a cornetto and oboe, 
a violin - and dumbecks, cymbals and triangles. 
At 7 pn, Pioneer Methodist Church. No charge. 
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GRAND JURY, Continued 

house officials and procedures. In their year¬ 
long deliberations, under Foreman Ray Valliam- 
son, the grand jury searched out a number of 
flaws in Inyo's governmental operations. 

ON COUNTY AUDITING PROCEDURES: 

The report says that a number of county 
departments are lax in their accounting; that 
the main problem lies in the issuance of rec¬ 
eipts for money received, ■‘•he jury said in ef¬ 
fect that although outside audits have pinpoin¬ 
ted these problems, "they ignore the CAO (the 
county administrative officer, John K. Smith) 
and the outside auditors' recommendations and 
continue their unorthodox operations." The ju¬ 
ry recommended that the county auditor-control¬ 
ler (Connie Hildebrand) be more active in pro¬ 
viding guidelines for accounting systems; that 
the CAO desist from performing duties which the 
auditor should perform, like interpreting and 
presenting the results of outside audits. Says 
the jury: Keep the board of supervisors out of 
this area, unless a department refuses to com¬ 
ply with necessary procedures. 

MORE ON ACCOUNTING: 

"The jury finds that Inyo has dropped 
from its accounting records the value of fixed 
assets it owns...the state maintenance of the 
county's fixed asset inventory program renders 
its records virtually useless. 

"Tn effect, Inyo County government has > 
dismissed accountability for over ^5,000,000 
in public property." 

ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE: 

fp 

i he jurors spent about 60 hours with mem¬ 
bers of the sheriff's department and in that 
time found: "...a serious shortage of manpower 
in the Bishop area..." The jurors suggest an 
additional full-time night deputy there, and 
further recommended equipping sheriff's vehic¬ 
les with "federal Twin-sonic warning systems 
to make the vehicle more visible from all ang¬ 
les." 

Also included in the jury's look at Inyo 
criminal justice were some intriguing, but ill- 
defined comments. r ^he report states that dur¬ 
ing its hearings, the jurors received testim¬ 
ony revealing the "possibility of there having 
been a criminal act committed," although the 
report failed to elaborate. %e report requests 
the district attorney to review the testimony 
in question for possible criminal charges. 


(More GRAND JURY on Page 6) 





























IF YOU NEED HELP IN 
PLACING TOUGH RISKS, 
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We Insure Everything From.. 
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...AND A LOT OF OTHER HARD-TO-PLACE 
THINGS YOU MAY WANT INSURED. SURE, WE 
HANDLE THE TOUGH ONES*, PART OF OUR 
SERVICE. BUT YOU'LL FIND US COMPETITIVE, 
TOO, ON ALL THE MORE CONVENTIONAL 

KINDS OF INSURANCE. CALL TODAY AND FIND 
OUT JUST HOW COMPLETE OUR SERVICE IS. 

R.F. OYLER ASSOCIATES 

PETE LARSON « Insurance 
124 N. Main, Lone Pine, California 
Phone 876-4105 



Sunday 
Champagne 
Brunch 


10 am - 2 pm 

Dinner 

Served 
5:30-10 pm 

CALL 

FOR RESERVATIONS 
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vr; 


vr-c-T 


Now open every day j 

Live entertainment, weekends 


<Pa%acli*£ z\ia\x f i<xni 

On Lower Hock Crook 
15 mllof North of Bishop off Hwy. 395 


Page 6 INYO COUNTY NEWS-LETTER June 26, 1978 


-WATER ISSUE 


RUBBERSTAMPING "THE METERS" 

DISREGARDING PROTESTS, THE COMMISSIONERS 
PUSH THROUGH THEIR PLAN TO METER INYO 

•I 

T he into county administrator, John k. 

Smith, ruefully reflected on the meeting 
of the board of water and power coinntLss- 
ioners at Los Angeles: "It's what I expected, 11 
he said, "The only way to stop the city is in 
the courts. There's no help from the city coun¬ 
cil or the water and power cominis sionors. In 
the city family they hang together for the ben¬ 
efit of the city," 

And last week, sure enough, LA'3 city 
fathers were "hanging together" again - this 
time in a dogged determination to install water 
meters on the homes of the unwilling residents 

of Inyo's communities, . 

(See METERS, next page) 


GRAND JURY, Continued 

i 

The jurors did not describe the nature of the 
suspected crime, nor afford any insights into 
whether it concerned matters in- or out-side 
county government, 

ON COUNTY VEHICLES: 

Last week the board of supervisors nar¬ 
rowly beat the jury on this issue, passing a 
resolution which matches, in essence, the ju¬ 
ry's recommendations, (See NEWS BRIEFS, Page' 

h.) 

SOUTHERN INYO HOSPITAL: 

The grand jury found "valid" numerous 
complaints on hospital finances, operations, 
construction program and management, but the 
jurors also said that the hospital administ¬ 
ration "has made diligent effort to correct . 
and rpsolve these problems." ^he grand jury 
report recommends that the incoming grand ju¬ 
ry continue the investigation begun in the 
1977-78 session, and that the "administrator 
should live in the area of the hospital,,," 

(In that, the grand jurors made reference to 
tho fact that Administrator Merlin Piriney re¬ 
sides at Bishop, A number of Lone Pine resi¬ 
dents had complained of that fact,) In pass¬ 
ing a 3 it were the grand jury torch to the new 
grand jury, it was asked that special attention 
be paid to concerns of Southern Inyo's intens¬ 
ive care unitj building construction delays; 
and employee morale, 

BUILDING AND SAFETY: 

The jury asks that the district attorney 
act quickly to implement the removal of "un¬ 
sightly and dangerous buildings which are a 
threat to the environmental integrity of Inyo 
County. The issue made referrence to charred 
debris in the Cartago community area, and to 
the efforts of Cartago citizens to have it re¬ 
moved. 

THE MEALS-ON-WHEELS PROGRAM 

Tho grand jurors, attunod to ongoing com¬ 
plaints about food at tho county's sanatoriums, 
apparently decided thoy'd find out for them¬ 
selves, Unannounced, they appeared at the Big 
Pine Sanatorium, In Pig Pine and in Bishop, 
they found the qqunty fqod to be "very nutrtti* 
nun and vtoil-balancod*" Pit tho jurors did rec- 
(ContAnuod bottom of Pago 7) 
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METERS, Continued 

A smattering of Inyo officialdom had atten¬ 
ded the crucial meeting - some deputy district 
attorney’s, a private lawyer, a supervisor - but 
their argument that nobody wanted the meters and 
that the project was in fact economibaily unfeas¬ 
ible (this latter in DWP’3 own words) was only 
politely heard then as quickly ignored. The city, 
even strapped as it is by the Jarvis amendment, 
will lose about $18,000 a year by placing meters 
on Inyo property (Initial expense $2^0,000), but 
although they couldn't say how, the DWP offici¬ 
als say the profits will come later. 

In Inyo County, among officials and resi¬ 
dents alike, the metering plan was seen more as 
as puaitive action against the local rebellion 
than as an economic matter. 

Inyo Deputy DA Greg James spoke up before 
the commissioners arguing "the whole report" in 
detail. Typically, the meeting had been called 
and announced with only a week's notice and 
^ames felt he had had little time to prepare a 
real case. Anyhow, it's outcome had been predic¬ 
ted in advance: "7fe'll install the meters," said 
D7/P Commissioner Paul Lane two weeks ago. 

Another commissioner said at the meeting 
that "This issue has been a big debate in the 
past, but objections are unacceptable." 

The DWP workers can appear any day now, 
meters in hand. **ut the comity will have 30 day! 
to file a court action to stop the installation. 
Any such court case would probably be predicat¬ 
ed upon possible environmental impact of such 
metering. (Lack of water at DVTP's high Inyo rate 
would quickly turn Inyo greenspace into blowing 
dust•) 

As for the county’s water bills, they will 
not come due on the metered basis until January. 
u ne wag called that "DWP's bid for pretended al¬ 
truism* •.winter being a low-usage time." 

The commissi.oners were not without some 
warning about the possibility of an environmen¬ 
tal legal hassle. James told them that they 
should "evaluate the meter project in regard to 
potential environmental damage in the valley," 
and lie suggested an environmental impact report. 

Whether legal action will follow last 
week's rude rebuttal of Inyo's arguments, is not 
known. Although the district attorney's office 
has continued its fight against DWP on many 
fronts there has lately been a tendency on the 
part of the board of supervisors to "go soft" 
on DWP. At least three supervisors have indica¬ 
ted they might find metering acceptable - as 
have a handful of other county officials. Wheth¬ 
er their "soft stand" was a matter of diplomat¬ 
ic expediency, or springs from a wish for meters 
was not known. In recent months the county has 
attempted "negotiating" with the Angelenos. 


GRAND JUKI, Continued 

commend that future juries look into the county 
meals program in the Tecopa-Shoshone area, 

BIG PINE SANATORIUM: 

Tho jurors had a few compliments for Mike 
Cosenaa's O'e is the sanatoriums director) fac¬ 
ility at Big Pino. "Wo are ploasod to report that] 
this facility is very clean, cheerful, and ade¬ 
quately staffed." The jurors' only concern: the 
wheelchairs stored in hallways, a possible prob¬ 
lem with the fire marshall* 


BOXED IN BY ff, 
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Tired of TV 
and the summer 





(Why not see a 
Good show - tonight) 


Showing now through Tuesday, July 4: 

"The Other Side of the Mountain, Part IT” 

Starting July 5: "The Good-bye Girl" 

BISHOP THEATRE 

»»GOOD ENTERTAINMENT IN COMFORT« 


real estate. • • 




1. INCOME OPPORTUNITY: Triplex at . 
Independence. Large lot. Good 
owner-financing. 

2. 28 ACRES: One-of-a-kind } 150 fruit 
trees, Ideal guent ranch or artist's 
retreat. Call for more details. 

3. EXECUTIVE HOME: Lone Vine two-story 
five-bedroom. 



but. (714) 878-4121 


RUiTC.5* 

DOROTHY BONNEFIN/manager 
™ LONE PINE REALTY 
—— res. (714) 87M44I 


PAT ROBERTS/associate 

CLYDE GEORGE/assotiate 

ics (714) 876-58G4 

but. (714) 876-4121 

310 so. main limit, sulto 108 

lout* (lif.r, California 91S45 
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KETCHUM, Continued. 

ive factions, not the least of which were oil 
men, mining industrialists; for Ketchum, such 
criticism was praise, so long as it was fair. 
After all, those interests deserved represent¬ 
ation, too, although to his mind the liberals 
might not think so. Among his campaign donors 
were some of the biggest names in the Houston 
oil complex, %s thinking remained solidly al¬ 
ong lines of conservative, free-enterprise 
bigness. In his mind if "big" was not synonymr 
ous with "good," neither was it implicitly 
"bad," a fact which some of Ketchum's more lib¬ 
eral counterparts were coming to discover in 
the troubled world of energy crises. 

The congressman, veil-tuned to the tend¬ 
ency toward liberalism in much of the national 
media, came to deal with it effectively. Some 
editors, including one in his home area, have 
been known to apologize and make retractions, 
and none could do more than hint at - never in 
any way substantiating - the possibility that 
he served "special interests." 

At a public gathering once, the congress¬ 
man was afforded ample opportunity to answer 
a critic in the audience - and to demonstrate i 
once again a way with words that left his op¬ 
ponents - and hostile newsmen - speechless. 

"Yes.'," cried Ketchum to the "special in¬ 
terests" charge from the floor. "I'm a tool of 
special interests 1 Damned right 1 ami You are 
a special interest; the lady next to you is a 
special interest; everyone in this room is a 
special interest!" Few if any had an answer to 


that. "He took a lot of heat for his support 
of mining and business,!' said his aide, Chris 
Seeger, this week. "He believed in the free- 
enterprise system." 

■Whatever his beliefs, Ids follow repres¬ 
entatives found him sufficiently effective to 
name him, during his second tern, to the pow¬ 
erful ways and means committee; to the publi c 
assistance and unemployment compensation sub¬ 
committee, and the Social Security sub-commit¬ 
tee. He was a visitor to the White House on 
several occasions, socially and businesswise. 
Said Seeger: "He was a recognized expert on 
welfare reform and for his pragmatic point of 
view." 

His energy seemed - until the tragic Sat¬ 
urday - to be boundless. "He got up with the 
birds..had a breakfast meeting around eight, 
or discussed issues with me# At nine o'clock 
he went to his office. When a constituent was 
in town, that came before everything. He would 
have a photographer available for that. From 
ten til noon he worked with ways and means, 
and then from noon sometimes until eight he 
would be in session." 

As the new, grim week opened, Seeger was 
busy with details of the now-vacant, sad of¬ 
fice and dealing with the family, the press - 
and with Hillcrest Mortuary at Bakersfield. 
About 80 congressmen and senators were flying 
in for what would be Ketchum's last public 
ceremony. the phone, hurrying through the 
unhappy pressing business of detail, Seeger 

(See KETCHUM, on Page 10) 


a day to 
remember 
in pictures... 

.your 
wedding 
day 

(THERE ARE A FEW 

IMPORTANT EVENTS IN LIFE 
THAT ARE BEST LEFT UP TO 
A PROFESSIONAL) 

Set your late...then eat ours. 

Take advantage of our 10% dis¬ 
count on weldings now through 
December - if you book our service 
before July 31. 

Weddings ...seen 
through the lens of 

Phillips Camera House 

BISHOP PHONB ( 71 - 4 ) 672-6077 




CARPET 6 UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING 


Give You Export 
Service At Reasonable Rates 


Thu Steam Genie System gener¬ 
ates up to 10 times more pressure 
than the average carpet cleaning 
equipment, to loosen dirt and 
grime. A powerful vacuum 
removes the dirt and hot solution 
to the truck outside. Only the 
cleaning wand and vacuum 
hose enters your home. 




SHAMPOO—original surface clean¬ 
ing method. Dirt and shampoo 
residue not totally extracted. 
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PORTABLE STEAM- rinses and 
removes soil within the capabil 
ities of household current. Ev 
traction power seldom reaches 
„ 2 horsepower. 

STEAM UENIESYSTEM- 
thorough extraction of 
dirt and grime. This 
powerful equipment 
cleans deeper, leaves 
carpet dryer and ex¬ 
tends carpet life. 
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NEWS-LETTER welcomes letters and comment relevant to public 
issues, and the editors will publish those considered time^ 
ly. Letter should not exceed 200 words and those with 
concisely stated viewpoints are most likely to be published. Address your state¬ 
ment to Box 531, Independence, 93526. NEWS-LETTER reminds its readers that publication 
of a letter does not necessarily mean that the editors are in agreement with its content. 

* # * 



POLITICAL WEATHER FORECAST: 

MUTH REPLIES TO AN ATTACK 

Dear Editor, 

* It looks like it is going to be a long, 
hot summer. 

Dean Knight has finally found there is 
one person in this county he cannot buffalo, 
buy off, or coerce into doing anything and ev¬ 
erything he wants* 

It appears that each member of his clan 
will be writing letters to the editors of the 
local news media in an attempt to discredit 

me. 

VJho's playing politics? The people of- 
Rolling Green Terrace aren't in my voting dis¬ 
trict! 

Mr. Birmingham's recent letter shows him 
not to be too well trained, and he couldn't 
have been doing a very good job as a county 
planner (when he was employed) if he does not 
realize the negative declaration did not cover 
a commercial cafe and bar in Knight Manor. 

By the way, Mr. Birmingham has been fur¬ 
ther misinformed - I have NEVER wanted a mob¬ 
ile home lot in any sub-division! 

- WLlma Muth 
Supervisor 
Bishop 

(Editors' note: Supervisor Muth's letter 
is in answer to Mr. Birmingham's letter pub¬ 
lished on this page (NEWS-LETTER, June 19) 
and charging, among other things, that Muth 
had earlier planned to buy-in to the Knight 
development. Muth has denied here, and to 
reporters, that she maintained such inter¬ 
est. For more on the issue, see Page 1.) 

■Hr -it it 

DWP’s METERING PROPOSAL: QUESTIONS 
BEARING THEIR OWN ANSWERS ON VENGEANCE 

Inyo County News-Letter: 

I find it hard to believe that Depart¬ 
ment of Water and Power management would del¬ 
iberately take such a ridiculous step as to 
install water meters in the smaller communit¬ 
ies of Owens Valley. The attempts to justify 
it defy reason. It can only be taken as a dis¬ 
play of power, a means of tightening the 
screws. This is at a time when much effort has 
gone into attempts to;arrive at reasonable com¬ 
promises on important issues. Credibility on 
the powerful side is essential if the people 
of Omens Valley are to feel secure in any ag¬ 
reement. 

It appears that the Department of Water 
and Bower has been on a relentless course to- 
ward metering for soma time. It bccamo evident 
when exagerated figures of water consumption 
in these towns were widely publicized during 
the drought. Those figures did not take into 
account any waste which occurred between the 
wells and the community residences and serv¬ 
ices, as well as other uses. No figures were 
given on waste in Department of Water and Pow¬ 


er uses such as hoses running 2R hours for 
days, water being allowed to run down the 
streets, and careless use in various operat¬ 
ions. 

No responsible person condones waste of 
a limited resource. During the drought the 
communities of Owens Valley came through with 
flying colors. Their water consumption rates 
. viere reduced considerably more than those in 
Los Angeles. That is evidence of a good spir¬ 
it of cooperation when it makes sense. Regard¬ 
less, the total used in our towns is but a 
drop in the bucket as compared to Los Angeles. 

Why then is it necessary, or even advis¬ 
able to install meters? I, personally, am not 
concerned over any increase in cost. We do not 
waste water. As I see it, this is not a matter 
of dollars and cents but a question of cred¬ 
ibility and sense. For such a large, powerful 
entity to make such an issue over metering 
a relative handful of consumers at the point 
of origin would be laughable if it were not 
an indication of a distorted viewpoint. How 
can one reason with pettiness? How can vie ex¬ 
pect reasonable solutions on the truly import¬ 
ant issues? 

- Mary DeDecker 
Independence 

(Editors' note: The answers to Eeader De- 
Decker’s questions are self-evident. But they 
are no doubt lost upon the dull neanderthals 
that stalk the hallways and perch fatly in 
the offices and boardrooms of L.A. city hall 
and' the DWP Building. A more enlightened 
leadership there would have discovered some¬ 
where beyond the fourth grade of grammar 
school that true self-interest lies not in 
repressive punishment and revenge on colon¬ 
ial peoples, but in honest dealing and char¬ 
itable concern for the needs and rights of 
others . In examining and analyzing DWP poli¬ 
cies and actions, the intelligent mind is 
forced to conclude that another ten thousand 
years of spiritual and anthropological evol¬ 
ution would he required to bring those pol- 
■ icies up to the moral standards of a gnat. 

Of perhaps even greater concern - not to men¬ 
tion amazement - is the remarkable fact that 
at least three Inyo supervisors take a "soft" 
stand on the metering proposal. Clearly, t^e 
"waste" of water is not the iss'ue, as DeDec- 
ker’s letter points out. As a waster of wat¬ 
er, DWP has no equal. Example: As the signif¬ 
icant ecology of Mono Lake dries up, billions 
of gallons flow into the hriney and useless 
wasteland of Owens lakebed ; water is dis¬ 
persed over empty flatlands - and DWP, if it 
could, would deny school children a place to 
swim at Manzanar.) 

The NEWS-LETTER FORUM page is onen to 
the world of ideas, popular and unpopular. 
You'll want to keep up with what oeople 
think; use the form in this issue to sub¬ 
scribe now. 
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KETCHUM, Continued'. 

said there had been "a tremendous outpouring 
of sympathy from all over, ^alls came into the 
Hillcrest Mortuary with offers to make contrib¬ 
utions to the Kern County Heart Association#" 

On Tuesday, Congressman "William Ketchum 
of California's 18th district was laid to rest 
after a service at the Episcopal Church. A 
well-wisher acquainted with the congressman's 
ambition and drive, had muttered sadly: "^e's 
won a higher office#" And so, indeed, he had# 


A CONGRESSMAN UP FOR RE-ELECTION 
DIES IN OFFICE; WHAT HAPPENS NOW? 

"First off, " said Congressional Aide 
Seeger, "there are still 455,000 constitu¬ 
ents to take care of. I will he'administer¬ 
ing the office, although the clerk of the 
House of Representatives is technically in 
charge. 

"> r vb will continue to work; the staff 
mothers who leave will not he replaced. All 
accounts and salaries will he frozen, and 
when there is a new member elected, we are 
in effect terminated. " 

In the matter of the upcoming elect¬ 
ion, the 18th district will have to name, 
in one way or another, a Republican candi¬ 
date. Idlere are several approaches to the* 
'problem. A spokesman from the office of 
the California Secretary of State told a 
NEl'S-LETTER reporter that Governor Brown 
has 14 days to decide if there will be a 
special election to fill the remainder of 
Ketchum*s term; such an election would he 
held in September and its winner would re¬ 
main until January, or beyond then if re¬ 
elected...or the special election could 
be in November...or, the governor could do 
nothing. 

The Republican central committees of 
the ISth district can meet prior to Septem- 


eastern sierra / news service 



her 9 to select a nominee to run in Novem¬ 
ber against Denocratic Candidate Boh Sogge. 

As the new week opened, none of these 
possibilities were put into action. But in 
Republican organizational circles in the 
state there was some behind-the-scenes talk 
concerning potential candidates. 


FOR BOB SOGGE, A DRAMATIC CHANGE 
IN THE 18th DISTRICT POLITICAL POSTURE 

Among the first to hear of Congressman 
Ketchum's death was Bob Sogge, the Democrats' 
choice elected June 6 to oppose the incumbent# 
He was contacted at his home in Bakersfield, 
and his expressed shock, even dismay, was 
plainly sincere: 

"o..a tragedy. H e was vital and young. 
It is a sad tragedy. I sent a telegram to Ms# 
Ketchum#" 

But the pragmatics of politics goes on, 
and Sogge was asked about the obvious politi¬ 
cal considerations, H e declined an answer "at 
this time," replying only that "This is not a 
time to talk politics, but a time to mourn." 

^eyond mourning, however, is a public 
concern about who will be the 18th district's 
next congressman. The death of the popular 
^etchum alters dramatically Sogge's political 
posture; before the death of Ketchum, few 
there were in four counties who felt that Sog¬ 
ge could win# Depending on whether the Repub L 
licans can field (at this late hour) a strong 
candidate, that has changed considerably in a 
district that is predominantly registered Dem¬ 
ocratic# 

Sogge did say that he Trill have "some 
kind of an announcement in the near future." 

^e had first heard of Ketchum's death as he 
deplaned from a flight from San Francisco# 

He had been attending there a California Dem¬ 
ocratic training session "for individuals in¬ 
volved in campaigns." 


JOHN HESTON 
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